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ABOUT ME
One of a family of ten children, I have happy 
memories of growing up within the walls of 
James Stephen’s Military Barracks and have 
lived in Kilkenny most of my life. 

First elected to Kilkenny County Council and 
Kilkenny Borough Council in 2004, I spent 
sixteen years as a local authority member until 
my election to Dáil Éireann in 2020. I served as 
Mayor of the City in 2009 and drove an ambitious 
policy agenda; leading on an EU heritage cities 
project, delivering funding to purchase St Mary’s 
Church and spearheading the campaign to 
complete the Kilkenny Ring Road. 

But before all of this, I had a whole other life 
as a community and environmental activist. 
I was for ten years a Director of Friends of the  
Earth Ireland. 

My professional work has been equally diverse; 
a landscape gardener, a suicide prevention 
project worker, a graphic designer and 

community educator. I led the development 
of the first County Suicide Prevention Plan 
in Ireland, a template which has now been 
replicated nationwide. 

My academic background is in graphic and 
industrial design, rural development and 
international development. 

I am a musician and artist and have played a role 
in the cultural life of Kilkenny as a volunteer, 
festival organiser and as a board member of 
Barnstorm Theatre Company. I have dedicated 
a huge chunk of my working life to volunteering; 
on voluntary boards, conservation volunteering 
and integration. I am also (as far as I know) the 
only member of Dáil Éireann to have released an 
album during my time in office!

Married to Jennie, an early childhood educator, 
we have four children; Tristan, Colm, Stephen 
and Kitty.

A chara 

Tá an oll-toghcháin ag tarlú i gcomhthéacs 
éiginnteacht domhanda. Agus tú ag 
chaitheamh do vóta, bí cinnte machnamh a 
dhéanamh ar cé is fearr a chur i gceannas ar 
ár dtír agus ar do phobail ar feadh na céad 
cúig bliain eile.

The upcoming general election in Ireland is 
set against a lot of uncertainty in the world. It 
is important that when you vote, you consider 
who is best to lead our country and your 
community over the next five years. 

We are in a time of great change, both in Ireland 
and around the world. It has never been more 
important to use your voice to help shape our 
shared future. 

For me, that future is a dynamic and exciting one, 
with thriving regional cities, towns and villages, 
robust rural economies underpinned by healthy 
nature, clean water and resilient landscapes, 
and a fairer, kinder, more inclusive society where 
everyone feels valued, safe and hopeful. 

In Government, the Green Party has led a 
transformative agenda on climate and the 
environment, energy, transport, the arts, 
childcare, inclusion and integration, cost rental 
housing and strengthening our democracy. 

We want to continue that work. We have proven 
that we are not only a responsible government 
partner, but an extremely effective one, 
implementing impactful policies and laws that are 
making Ireland a better place for all of us. 

For my part, I am proud to have served as Minister 
of State for Nature, Heritage and Electoral 
Reform in the 33rd Dáil. But my work is far from 
finished: reversing decades of nature loss and 
supporting farmers, fishers, local authorities and 

communities to be active in this great national 
project goes beyond a five-year electoral cycle.

In my constituency of Carlow and Kilkenny, I have 
worked tirelessly to be an effective TD. In this, 
my goal has always been to help my community 
and deliver funding for local projects that benefit 
everyone, while ensuring that every constituent 
who knocked on our door; found an empathetic 
ear and good public service.  

As a Parliamentarian, I have taken my role very 
seriously, working with Ministers, TDs and 
Senators across the Houses of the Oireachtas 
on a wide range of issues. I have brought huge 
amounts of legislation through the Dáil. I have 
spoken in the Dáil on topics that matter to the 
people I represent, including Gender Based 
Violence, Traveller rights and welfare, and local 
government reform. I do this because I believe 
that, at a time when democracy worldwide is 
being undermined and eroded, our national 
Parliament is something we must cherish. That 
is why I have brought hundreds of young people 
from across Carlow and Kilkenny to the Dáil to 
witness our democracy in action.

To continue this valuable work on your behalf, 
and on behalf of our nation, I need your Number 
1 vote. 

In this booklet, you will find a snapshot of my 
work to date as your local TD and Minister. I am 
also setting out my priorities for the 34th Dáil term. 
I do hope that it will show you why you can trust 
me with your vote. 

Is mise

Malcolm Noonan.
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What I’ve done for you over the past five years

Through my work as a Minister in the Department 
of Housing, local authorities in Carlow and 
Kilkenny have received record funding 
to deliver public, social and cost rental 
housing and the infrastructure that supports 
it. Commencements of new homes are up 
85% in Kilkenny and 30% in Carlow under this 
Government compared to the previous five years.

The Troyswood Drinking Water Treatment plant 
has improved water supply and water quality 
for the people of Kilkenny. This is something I’ve 
campaigned for over many years and I was proud 
to officially open it on behalf of Uisce Éireann. 
Everyone deserves clean, healthy drinking water.

Carlow’s new urban bus service is now in place 
and a new late train service is operational 
for Carlow and Kilkenny. I’ve long prioritised 
integrated, sustainable transport and was 
delighted to deliver these projects in partnership 
with the Minister for Transport.

Important historic buildings and national 
monuments across Carlow and Kilkenny have 
been conserved thanks to the hugely effective 
heritage grant schemes that I’ve led as Minister 
for Heritage. This work has also supported 
tradespeople working in traditional skills.

I have delivered two new Biodiversity Officers 
for Carlow and Kilkenny and a Local Biodiversity 
Action Fund that has supported communities 
to deliver biodiversity projects from barn owl 
surveys to wildlife ponds and tree planting.

The Veterinary College for SETU and Kildalton 
Agricultural College is now secured, a vitally 
important new initiative that I strongly supported 
and worked with Oireachtas members across the 
South East to deliver for the region.

Carlow’s ‘Project 2040’ is now in place, bringing 
a long-term plan to reinvigorate Carlow town. 
It is very much supported by the Town Centres 
First policy that I led on and, through my work 
as Minister in the Department of Housing, 
I’ve delivered significant funding to help its 
implementation.

The Northern Ring Road extension is vital 
for Kilkenny city and county. I’ve continued 
to advocate for it and I’m supporting Kilkenny 
County Council to move it to the next stage 
through close collaboration with the Minister for 
Transport.

Kilkenny has a new Nature Reserve, its fifth, and 
the first one in the north of the County. Gale’s 
Hill near Gathabawn is 165 acres of beautiful, wild 
meadows with huge ecological value. Ballykeeffe 
Wood Nature Reserve, meanwhile, is benefitting 
from upgraded car and bicycle parking.

What I hope to do over the next Dáil term

I’ll continue to deliver more housing of all types, 
in the right places and connected to services. 
This means building more social, affordable and 
cost rental homes, as well as investing in schemes 
that support first time buyers and enable the 
renovation of vacant properties, especially in our 
historic town centres.

I’ve always advocated for better public 
transport, active travel and ways to keep HGVs 
out of our town centres. I’ll continue to campaign 
for the final phase of the Kilkenny Ring Road and 
extension of MacDonagh Station. I’ll also push 
for rural and urban public transport services to 
be better connected, and for safer cycling and 
walking routes.

It’s not right that people in rural areas have to 
pay to get their drinking water tested. I’ll work to 
introduce free well water testing for rural homes 
and make the grant system better resourced and 
easier to use, both for drinking water systems and 
for septic tank repairs. 

I’ve been a part of Kilkenny’s arts community 
all my life and I’m committed to supporting the 
creativity in our region. I will work to maintain 
Kilkenny and Carlow’s position as national hubs 
for craft and good design.

As Minister for Nature, I had a central role in 
establishing the €3.15bn Climate and Nature 
Fund. I’ll ensure it’s put to the best possible use for 
Carlow and Kilkenny to address flooding, support 
farmers and landowners to restore nature and 
improve water quality in our rivers. This will also 
help to retain the Nitrates Derogation.

Women and children experiencing domestic 
and gender-based violence must have access 
to compassionate, non-judgemental support 
and refuge. I’ll work with colleagues across 
the Oireachtas and at local level to support the 
delivery of a Women’s Refuge for Carlow and to 
ensure adequate funding for Amber Women’s 
Refuge in Kilkenny. 

As Heritage Minister, I’ve been at the forefront 
of efforts to regenerate our towns and villages. 
I’ll put my extensive experience to use for 
Carlow and Kilkenny to support heritage-led 
regeneration and unlock the potential for housing 
in our older buildings. I’ll also work to develop a 
County Museum for Kilkenny.

New communities, minorities and Travellers 
bring great richness and diversity to Irish 
society. They should feel safe, welcomed and 
included. I am committed to ensuring that 
services in Carlow and Kilkenny support the 
integration of people from around the world 
who want to settle here and become part of our 
community.

DELIVERING FOR CARLOW AND KILKENNY



For Nature…

I led a transformative agenda for nature in 
Ireland. I took a leadership role in Europe to pass 
the Nature Restoration Law - a vital new piece 
of legislation that will benefit nature, support 
farmers and fishers, improve water quality, 
alleviate floods, and increase green spaces 
in our towns and cities. I created the first new 
National Parks in Ireland for 25 years - Brú na 
Bóinne and Páirc Náisiúnta na Mara, Ciarraí - and 
invested heavily in projects to save iconic Irish 
species like the Hen Harrier, Curlew, Corncrake 
and Natterjack toad from extinction, and to 
re-introduce White tailed Eagles and Ospreys 
to Irish skies. I increased protected areas on 
our seas from 2.4% to almost 10%. I delivered 
a national Water Action Plan to improve water 
quality in Ireland’s rivers, lakes and estuaries and 
remove river barriers to help migrating species 
like salmon. I initiated the world’s first Children 
and Young People’s Assembly on Biodiversity 
Loss, expanded the National Biodiversity Officers 
Programme and re-energised the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) with a Strategic Plan 
and increased funding. 

WHAT I’VE DONE AS MINISTER FOR NATURE,  
HERITAGE AND ELECTORAL REFORM

WHAT THE GREENS HAVE 
DONE IN GOVERNMENT

• Delivered a Climate Action Plan to 
reduce carbon emissions by 51% by 
2030 and achieve net zero by 2050

• Halved childcare costs, expanded 
the number of childcare places and 
doubled investment in early years 

• Invested more than ever to transform 
public transport, reduced fares by 
20% for everyone and a further 50% 
for 19-25 year olds

• Made ‘Cost Rental’ - long-term, 
affordable homes for people on 
middle incomes - a cornerstone of 
Irish housing policy

• Helped parents with free school 
books up to Leaving Cert, free school 
meals for all primary schools, and 
free public transport for under-9s

• Made contraception free up to age 
35 and made Hormone Replacement 
Therapy free as well

• Ramped up offshore wind to help us 
achieve our target of 80% renewables 
in our electricity mix by 2030

• Introduced Basic Income for the 
Arts to help stabilise the earnings 
of people in the arts and creative 
sectors

• Prioritised warmer, more energy 
efficient homes through a new 
national retrofit programme

For Heritage…

I reinvigorated the Heritage portfolio with 
significant resources for our National Built 
Heritage Service and National Monuments 
Service over five successive budgets. I increased 
funding for Heritage overall by 140% from €70m 
to €170m. This included growing the Heritage 
Council’s funding from €7.5m to almost €20m 
and more than doubling the value of key grant 
schemes such as the Historic Structures 
Fund, Community Monuments Fund and Built 
Heritage Investment Scheme, which support 
communities to conserve historic structures, 
traditional shopfronts and national monuments. 
I also enacted a groundbreaking new Historic 
and Archaeological Heritage Act, the most 
comprehensive piece of legislation to protect 
our archaeological heritage on land and at sea in 
the history of the state.

For our Democracy…

I legislated for the creation of Ireland’s first 
independent Electoral Commission, An 
Coimisiún Toghcháin, to oversee electoral 
events, ensure transparency and safety in 
politics and to encourage more women and 
people from diverse backgrounds to get 
involved in our political system. My work saw 
the modernisation of the electoral register, with  
CheckTheRegister.ie established as a single 
portal for citizens to register to vote and for 
16 and 17 year olds to pre-register to vote 
ahead of turning 18. I also tasked the new 
Electoral Commission to research and provide 
advice on the use of election posters, on 
tackling misinformation and disinformation, 
on strengthening local government and on 
increasing participation in election events. 
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• For more and better homes
• For action on nature and climate
• For connected communities
• For a better start for children

VOTE NUMBER ONE   |   VÓTÁIL UIMHIR A HAON  


